ENG 321 Specials Topics in Shakespeare
Sex and Gender in the Renaissance
It’s a well-known fact that boy actors played women characters in Shakespeare’s plays. But how does this performance practice fit within broader understandings of sex and gender in Renaissance society? This course will explore how Renaissance literature both constructed and challenged norms and ideals regarding masculinity, femininity, desire, embodiment, race, and physical intimacy. As we read plays and poems by Shakespeare and his contemporaries, we’ll study how crucial aspects of human identity and experience were interpreted in the distant past, long before we assigned our own modern meanings to gender and sexuality. And we’ll also consider what these Renaissance texts, written centuries ago, can teach us about categories of gender, sex, and race today.
